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The War 


APPOINTMENTS TO THE ALLIED CONTROL COMMISSION FOR ITALY AND 
TO THE FRENCH COMMITTEE OF NATIONAL LIBERATION 


{Released to the press November 22] 

The President has appointed the Honor- 
able Robert D. Murphy, presently in Algiers, 
to be the United States member on the Ad- 
visory Council to the Allied Control Com- 
mission for Italy. He will have the per- 
sonal rank of Ambassador and will con- 
tinue as an adviser on General Eisenhower’s 
staff for Italian affairs. 

The President has likewise designated Mr. 
Edwin C. Wilson as representative of the 


United States to the French Committee of 
National Liberation, with the personal rank 


of Ambassador. Mr. Wilson is already in 
Algiers and will assume his new duties at 
once. 

The following two appointments have been 
made by this Government to positions on the 
Allied Control Commission for Italy: The 
Honorable Henry F. Grady to be the ranking 
American official of the Economic and Admin- 
istrative Section of the Allied Control Com- 
mission with the title of Deputy Vice President ; 
Mr. Samuel Reber provisionally to be the rank- 
ing American member of the Political Sec- 
tion of the Allied Control Commission with 
the title of Deputy Vice President. 


STATEMENT BY THE SECRETARY OF STATE REGARDING THE ANNOUNCEMENT BY 
COLOMBIA OF A STATE OF BELLIGERENCY WITH GERMANY 


{Released to the press November 27] 


I have just learned that the Government of 
Colombia has announced a state of belliger- 
ency with Germany, following a series of ag- 
gressions by the German Government culmi- 
nating a few days ago in the sinking by a 
German submarine of the Colombian vessel 
Ruby with the loss of Colombian nationals. 
I feel sure that I speak on behalf of the people 
of this country in extending their profound 
sympathy to the people of Colombia at the 
death of their fellow citizens. 

The virile action taken by the Colombian 
Government is in keeping with the noble tra- 
ditions of that great democracy. The world of 
freedom-loving peoples will. receive this ac- 


tion with admiration and understanding, and 
those nations now at war with the Axis 
powers will welcome Colombia into their 
ranks. 

I am glad also on this occasion to have 
the opportunity once more of expressing 
my appreciation of the manifold contribu- 
tions made by Colombia to the cause of 
continental security and defense both before 
and since the outbreak of the war. The re- 
quirements of that cause, as set forth in the 
inter-American resolutions and declarations 
freely entered into by all 21 of the American 
republics, have encountered a full measure of 
understanding and implementation on the part 
of the Colombian Government and people. 
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MESSAGE OF THE SECRETARY OF STATE 
TO THE UNITED NATIONS FORUM LEC- 
TURE SERIES * 


[Released to the press November 22] 


It is a pleasure to extend greetings to the 

participants in the United Nations Forum Lec- 
ture Series. I wish to commend you on your 
laudable purpose of promoting international 
understanding. 
_ Your opening subject, Relief and Rehabilita- 
tion, is indeed timely and appropriate. We 
cannot be reminded too often that millions of 
human beings day after day and week after 
week are suffering almost unendurable hard- 
ship at the hands of the common enemies of 
the United Nations. Some of the speakers at 
this meeting represent peoples who have fallen 
victim to Axis aggression. We can well pay 
tribute to these unconquerable peoples whose 
spirit remains unbroken after several terrible 
years under the heel of a barbarous invader. 

We must all re-dedicate ourselves with in- 


creased vigor to the stern business of carrying | 


on the war—of driving the Axis hordes from 
invaded territory and bringing the war to an 
early and decisively victorious conclusion. We 
of the United Nations and of all other peace- 
loving nations must likewise now resolve to 
construct an international organization so 
strong and so effective that never again can 
ruthless tyrants make a serious bid to conquer 
and enslave the world. 


BOMBING OF THE AMERICAN EMBASSY 
BUILDING IN BERLIN 


[Released to the press November 27] 


The State Department has received a mes- 
sage from the American Minister in Bern which 
states that he has been informed that the 
American Embassy building on the Pariser 
Platz in Berlin was struck by a bomb or bombs 
_during the raid on Berlin on the night of No- 

vember 23. The exact extent of the damage is 


‘? Read at the United Nations Forum Lecture Series, 
Constitution Hall, Washington, Nov. 22, 1943. 
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not yet known, but the building has had to be 
completely abandoned. The protection of 
American interests, formerly administered by 
the Swiss from this building, is now being 
handled from another location. 

The American Embassy was situated just in- 
side the Brandenburg Gate and next to the 
Ministry of Munitions and the official residence 
of Propaganda Minister Goebbels, both of 
which are reported in the press to have been hit 
during the recent raids. 


FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE TO AMERICANS 
HELD BY THE JAPANESE IN THE PHIL- 
IPPINES 


[ Released to the press November 22] 


Asa result of prolonged efforts by the Depart- 
ment of State and the American Red Cross 
to provide funds for the purchase locally of 
relief supplies and to extend financial assistance 
to the Americans held by the Japanese in the 
Philippine Islands, the Japanese Government 
has granted to the Swiss Legation at Tokyo, 
which is charged with the representation of 
American interests in Japan and Japanese-occu- 
pied territory, permission to make remittances 
each month to civilian internment camps in the 
Philippine Islands. Funds totaling $50,000 
have been sent to Santo Tomas for this purpose, 
and arrangements have been made to forward 
on a regular basis $25,000 monthly to this camp. 
Seven thousand four hundred and ten dollars 
has also been distributed to the smaller camps 
at Bacolod, Baguio, Cebu, Davao, Iloilo, Taclo- 
ban, and Tagbilaran for relief purposes. These 
remittances will continue on a monthly basis. 
Permission has likewise been requested to remit 
funds to the Ateneo and Los Banos camps on a 
regular monthly basis. Efforts to make similar 
arrangements for American prisoner-of-war 
camps in the Philippine Islands are being con- 
tinued. 

According to information so far received by 
the Department, American civilians are now 
being held by the Japanese authorities in intern- 
ment camps in the Philippines as follows: 
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The persons now on board the exchange ves- 
sel Gripsholm who are returning to the United 
States from the Philippine Islands are being in- 
terviewed by representatives of the Depart- 
ment of State with a view to obtaining and cor- 
relating such information as the repatriates may 
have concerning Americans remaining in the 
Philippines. This information will be made 
available to next-of-kin and other interested 
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persons in the United States as soon as it is 
received in the Department. 


ARRIVAL IN NEW YORK OF THE 
MOTORSHIP “GRIPSHOLM” 
[Released to the press November 27] 

The M.S. Gripsholm, which is bringing 
American and Canadian repatriates to the 
United States from the Far East, departed from 
Rio de Janeiro on November 16, 1943. The 
Gripsholm has been favored with unusually 
fine weather conditions during the voyage 
from Rio de Janeiro, and as a consequence 
it is expected that the vessel will arrive in 
New York ahead of schedule. 

If the weather continues to be good the 
Gripsholm will probably arrive in New York 
on Wednesday, December 1, instead of on 
Thursday, December 2, as has been an- 
nounced previously. 














The Near East 














RESTORATION OF THE. GOVERNMENT IN THE LEBANESE REPUBLIC 


{Released to the press November 26] 


The Government of the United States has 
noted with approval the action of the French 
Committee of National Liberation in releasing 
and restoring to office the President and Minis- 
ters of the Lebanese Republic and in abrogating 
the decrees issued on November 11, 1943, sus- 
pending the Lebanese Constitution, dissolving 
the Lebanese Parliament, and naming a “Chief 
of State, Chief of Government”. 

The situation in Lebanon is thus restored to a 
normal basis, and it is the earnest hope of this 
Government that friendly negotiations can now 
proceed in an atmosphere of good-will on both 
sides for the solution of the underlying issue 
of the independence of the Levant States. 

By way of background it may be recalled that 
the independence of Syria and Lebanon was 
contemplated in the terms of the Class A Man- 


date over these States entrusted to France by the 
League of Nations. American rights in these 
States were defined in the treaty of 1924 be- 
tween the United States and France The 
Government of the United States has subse- 
quently expressed its sympathy and that of the 
American people with the aspirations of the 
Syrian and Lebanese peoples for the full en- 
joyment of sovereign independence. The 
proclamations of independence issued in the 
name of the French National Committee in 1941 
were welcomed as steps toward the realization 
of these aspirations,? and this Government ex- 
tended limited recognition to the local govern- 
ments established thereunder by accrediting to 
them a diplomatic agent.* More recently, this 


* Treaty Series 695. 
? BULLETIN of Nov. 29, 1941, p. 440. 
* Thid.; Oct. 10, 1942, p. 828. 
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Government observed with satisfaction the 
successful establishment of elected governments 
in these States. Moreover, the eastern Mediter- 
ranean is a theater of war. While it is an area 
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of primary British strategic responsibility, any 
activities therein which hamper the general war 
effort are of concern to all the United Nations, 


ADHERENCE OF EGYPT TO THE PRINCIPLES OF THE ATLANTIC CHARTER 


[Released to the press November 27] 


The texts of communications exchanged be- 
tween the Minister of Egypt and the Secretary 
of State concerning the adherence of Egypt 
to the principles enunciated in the Atlantic 
‘Charter, follow: | 

NovemBer 20, 1943. 


Sr: 

Acting on instructions of my Government, I 
have the honour to transmit to Your Excellency 
the following communication: 


“Ever since the Joint Declaration of Presi- 
dent Roosevelt and Prime Minister Churchill 
published to the world on August 14, 1941 and 
since known as the Atlantic Charter, the Egyp- 
tian Government has publicly expressed its en- 
tire approval of the principles, and the lofty 
ideals this Pact engenders as a basis for the re- 
construction of a future world. 

“Both through respect of her treaty obliga- 
tions with Great Britain, and taking into con- 
sideration the objectives to which the democratic 
powers have dedicated their efforts for the at- 
tainment of a just and lasting peace, Egypt has 
not failed to extend to her ally, and conse- 
quently, the United Nations, every help pro- 
vided for by the treaty of Amity and Alliance 
between her and Great Britain. It is because 
of this that Egypt hereby declares its adherence 
to the principles enunciated in the Atlantic 
Charter, which holds forth ‘the promise of a 
universal peace; for Egypt is convinced that the 
sole peace capable of covering all nations, and 
providing them with security and justice, is a 
peace which recognizes the sovereign rights of 
all peoples, and sets forth the essential princi- 
ple of human liberty as a basis for a highly 


civilized world. Egypt is, therefore, glad to 
be able to contribute its share, and associate in 
such a system and order, as evolved and pro- 
vided for by the Atlantic Charter, which stands 
as much for the Orient as for the Occident, and 
for the New World as for the Old in bringing 
forward the trend for a modern life of a high 
order. In this connection, Egypt highly appre- 
ciates the decision that no discrimination what- 
soever be tolerated, that would divide races and 
peoples. 

“By her adherence to the principles enunci- 
ated in the Atlantic Charter, Egypt endorses her 
traditional liberal, policy of justice and amity 
towards all nations, inasmuch as this policy can- 
not but strengthen and cement all the more 
firmly the ties of Egypt with the other nations 
animated with the desire of creating and estab- 
lishing a happier future for the world.” 


Please accept [etc. ] M. Hassan 





NOvEMBER 27, 1943. 
Sr: 

I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt 
of your note of November 20, 1943, in which you 
state, under instructions from your Govern- 
ment, that Egypt declares its adherence to the 
principles enunciated in the Atlantic Charter 
and that by adhering to those principles Egypt 
endorses her traditional liberal policy of justice 
and amity toward all nations. 

I wish to thank you for informing me of this 
action of the Egyptian Government which con- 


stitutes new evidence of Egypt’s firm devotion 


to the ideals and principles for which the 
United Nations are fighting. 


Accept [etc.] Corpett Huy 
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American Republics 














AMERICAN LEGION DINNER FOR DIPLO- 
MATIC REPRESENTATIVES OF THE 
AMERICAN REPUBLICS 


Greeting of the Secretary of State’ 


[Released to the press November 26] 


Mr. CuatrMan, Your Exceizencies, Distin- 
GUISHED GUESTS: 

A generation ago the men who now make 
up the American Legion fought gallantly with 
their comrades-in-arms in a struggle for the 
defense of America—for the defense of civili- 
zation. We owe a great debt of gratitude to 
the brave men who participated in that 
struggle. 

At its annual convention in September of 
this year the American Legion unanimously 
adopted a report which is admirable as an 
expression of a high purpose of that organiza- 
tion. Included in this report was a state- 
ment that the Legion endorsed the good- 
neighbor policy and urged the removal of 
every difference standing in the way of hemis- 
phere solidarity in order that the nations of 
the Americas might speak and act as one in 
the cause of liberty and justice. 

Tonight the Commander of the American 
Legion is meeting with representatives of the 
other American republics as a part of the 
Legion program to promote inter-American 
understanding. This is a most welcome step. 
With the active support of its million and 
a quarter members and the half million mem- 
bers of its Women’s Auxiliary, the Legion 
can provide immeasurable assistance in bring- 
ing about a wider understanding of the pur- 
poses and program of our good-neighbor 
policy, especially as it relates to the other 
American republics. 


*Read by the Honorable Breckinridge Long, As- 
sistant Secretary of State, at a dinner given by 
the Commander of the American Legion for the 
diplomatic representatives of the American re- 
publics, in Washington, Nov. 26, 1943. 
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Now, more than ever before, the republics 
of the Western World are learning to know 
each other better through inter-American 
travel, through ever-expanding trade relations, 
through their cooperation to raise living- 
standards, and through united action against 
common enemies. Yet there is much more 
that can be done to promote better under- 
standing and a spirit of solidarity. The 
American Legion can contribute to this end, 
and that great organization is to be highly 
commended for undertaking this worthwhile 
task. 


INDUSTRIAL MISSION, UNITED STATES 
AND HAITI 


{Released to the press November 25] 
It was announced in the Department’s press 
release of November 8, 1943? that during the 


‘visit to Washington of His Excellency Presi- 


dent Elie Lescot, of Haiti, a decision was taken 
to conduct a survey “of the possible ways in 
which both private capital and government 
agencies might cooperate to develop certain 
small industries in Haiti, particularly after the 
war.” 
The Secretary of State on November 25 an- 
nounced that after consultation with His Ex- 
cellency André Liautaud, the Ambassador of 
Haiti in Washington, it has been agreed to set 
up an industrial mission consisting of three 
representatives each of the Governments of 
Haiti and of the United States of America. 
The representatives of the United States on the 
mission are: 
Mr. Charles A. Howard, Director of the Technical Of- 
fice, Inter-American Development Commission 
Dr. Louis Shere, Assistant Director of the Division of 
Tax Research, Treasury Department 

Mr. John K. Whitaker, a Director of the Cotton Tex- 
tile Institute, designated upon the recommendation 
of the United States Commission of Inter-American 
Development 

The three United States members expect to 
proceed to Port-au-Prince within the next few 


? BULLETIN of Nov. 13, 1943, p. 382. 
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days, where they will collaborate with repre- 
sentatives of the Haitian Government. 

The mission expects to cooperate with the 
Haitian Commission of Inter-American Devel- 
opment of which His Excellency Abel Lacroix, 

Minister of Finance, is the chairman. 


STATEMENT BY THE SECRETARY OF 
STATE ON THE BRAZILIAN BOND SET- 
TLEMENT 


[Released to the press November 25] 


The bond settlement proposed by the Brazil- 
ian Government is a very comprehensive and 
broad proposal covering all the dollar and ster- 
ling bonds of the Brazilian Government, 
Brazilian States, and Brazilian municipalities, 
some 80 different issues. It was worked out by 
the Brazilian Minister of Finance, Dr. Souza 
Costa, in long negotiations with representatives 
of the Foreign Bondholders Protective Council 
and the British Council of Foreign Bond- 
holders. The proposal is a manifestation of 
Brazil’s earnest. desire to meet its foreign obliga- 
tions within the limits of its capacity. This 
Government is extremely gratified that an ar- 
rangement of this far-reaching and definitive 
nature has been reached between the Brazilian 
authorities and the representatives of the 
United States and British bondholders. The 
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breadth of vision and the spirit which have 
characterized these negotiations are further 
testimony of the friendship and understanding 
between the Brazilian and American peoples, 


PAYMENT BY MEXICO UNDER CLAIMS 
CONVENTION OF 1941 


[Released to the press November 22] 


The Ambassador of Mexico has presented to 
the Secretary of State the Mexican Govern- 
ment’s check for $2,500,000 (U. S. currency) 
representing the second annual instalment due 
to the United States under the Claims Conven- 
tion concluded November 19, 1941. The Secre- 
tary of State requested the Ambassador to con- 
vey to his Government an expression of this 
Government’s appreciation. 

Under the terms of the convention, Mexico 
agreed to pay the United States $40,000,000 
(U. S. currency) in settlement of certain 
property claims of citizens of the United States 
against the Government of Mexico, as described 
in the convention. Payments heretofore made 
amount to $8,500,000. With the present pay- 
ment of $2,500,000 the balance remaining 
amounts to $29,000,000, to be liquidated over a 
period of years by the annual payment by 
Mexico of not less than $2,500,000 (U. S. cur- 
rency). 











General 














ADDRESS BY ASSISTANT SECRETARY BERLE BEFORE THE 
KNOXVILLE ROTARY CLUB‘ 


[Released to the press November 23] 


Lapigs AND GENTLEMEN : 

Every State Department man welcomes the 
opportunity to visit Tennessee. Ce: tainly the 
Department of State, and the entire United 
States, owes an enormous debt to Tennessee for 
having given to the country the most sagacious 
and successful Secretary of State in American 


history. Already the debt which all of us owe 
to Cordell Hull is appreciated, but the measure 
of it will not and cannot be known until history 
writes the full and final story. 

The foreign policy of the United States has 
been repeatedly set out by Secretary Hull, and 


*Delivered before the Rotary Club of Knoxville, 
Tenn., Nov. 23, 1948. 
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its guiding principles are perfectly clear. Its 
first task is to assure the independence, safety, 
and well-being of the United States. Its second 
is to work toward an organization of the world 
in which this country and other law-abiding 
nations can live together at peace under a 
political and economic system which gives op- 
portunity for steadily increasing well-being of 
peoples. 

These two objectives are not attained by vast 
and glittering generalities. They rest on 
steady, detailed, undramatic, hard work, ap- 
plied day by day. We often envy those who 
are free to draw the pictures of a brave new 
world, which inspire us all. Our task is hum- 
bler. We can only say what we think can be 
done. We endeavor to work toward great goals, 
but we have to move step by step, as we can find 
or create means and opportunity. Prime Minis- 
ter Churchill is fond of quoting a remark of 
Edmund Burke to the effect that the idealist is 
always the enemy of the statesman. It is more 
accurate to say that the idealist is an artist who 
can draw a picture; the statesman is an engineer 
who has to use bricks and mortar and hods to 
build the pictured structure. The dreamer will 
always be ahead of the diplomat. It is no good 
criticizing the diplomat because he is not a 
dreamer, nor is it fair to blame the dreamer 
because he is no diplomat. We need both, but 
they have different jobs. 

The independence and safety of the United 
States depend immediately on winning a huge 
war. It has been fashionable in some circles 
to assume that this war is a revolution; that 
all conservatives, moderates, or other non-rev- 
olutionaries must be Nazis or Fascists, and that 
the only true defenders of liberty were found 
in extreme left-wing groups. Some say, there- 
fore, the war is chiefly to be won by encouraging 
social upheaval the world over. This is an easy 
generalization which goes along nicely until it 
bumps up against the hard facts. 

Undoubtedly great social changes are abroad 
in the world. Undoubtedly the forces set in 
motion by this war will liberate vast popular 
forces both here and abroad. But the fact was, 
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Hitler—not the democracies—wanted to create 
a class war. He hoped, by bribery and threat 
and propaganda, to make allies for himself in 
every country in the world and thereby to create 
fifth columns and open the way for his panzer 
divisions. In the main he lost that fight, 
though in a few places he had a degree of suc- 
cess. His victims did not split along class lines. 
They refused to engage in civil wars. He did 
not succeed in bringing to his support great 
classes in the victim countries. Instead, in 
nation after nation, all groups arrayed them- 
selves solidly against him, irrespective of their 
social doctrines. Poland, with a conservative 
government, fought him to the death, just as did 
Soviet Russia with a Communist government. 
Norway and the Netherlands have resisted him 
both before and after their invasion as bitterly 
as Czechoslovakia. The British resistance, 
turning-point of the war, was first carried 
on by a Tory government, just as the American 
war effort was organized by the liberal govern- 
ment of President Roosevelt. The men who 
come out of the undergrounds in Europe—we 
have the privilege of seeing them in the State 
Department from time to time—are of every 
political and religious belief: Conservative and 
Communist; Capitalist and Socialist ; Catholic, 
Protestant, and Jewish. Nor is the situation 
different in the Western Hemisphere: Liberal 
governments like that of Mexico find common 
cause with conservative governments like that 
of Brazil. 

It would be merely playing Hitler’s game to 
pretend that the spirit of resistance is possessed 
only by those holding a particular social faith. 
The war is essentially the defense of freedom 
and national life for this nation and for all 
nations. Without exception, every one of the 
United Nations has placed its national existence 
above every other objective; though all realize 
that their safety must lie in common action. 

We in the State Department, accordingly, 
have been unable to accept the idea that social 
upheaval was the primary means of defeating 
Hitler. Rather, the principle has been and 
must continue to be that of unity in the face of 
enemies of civilization. 
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The liberated countries undoubtedly will wish 
to rebuild their social structures when the enemy 
is expelled. They may wish to modify and 
change those structures. But this is a choice 
for them to make, and not for us. Our obli- 
gation was set forth in the Atlantic Charter 
which contains a declaration that nations have 
the right to live under governments of their 
own choosing. 

At the close of the Moscow Conference, 
Premier Stalin made a speech in which he set 
forth the same view. He said: “The liberated 
countries of Europe must receive full right and 
freedom to decide for themselves their form of 
state.” 

It may be added that, from a military point 
of view, the proposition that the United States 
should engage in a series of adventures for the 
purpose of intervening in the affairs of other 
states seems merely absurd. Our divisions are 
thoroughly engaged in the task of smashing 
the Japanese and the Germans. Nor have we 
any intention to scrap the well-settled policy of 
non-intervention in the affairs of other states. 
The policy of non-intervention in other peo- 
ples’ affairs is and must be the first principle of 
sound doctrine. Unless this is the settled prac- 
tice of nations, there can be no principle of 
sovereign equality among peace-loving states 
and probably no permanent peace at all. The 
Nazis practiced the principle of forcing their 
neighbor nations to instal governments satis- 
factory to their ideas. We are content to leave 
to them the patent on that idea. 

In following this line the Government of the 
United States follows the oldest, strongest, and 
most successful liberal tradition in the world. 
The doctrine of democracy established itself 
spontaneously in the United States in 1776. In 
the century which followed, representative 
democracy became the rule throughout the 
Western World. But this was done by force of 
example and by the free process of men’s minds. 
We need not apologize for that record; and 
nothing in the history of European controversy 
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during the past two generations justifies us in 
departing from this American principle. 

The application of this principle is translated 
into the day-by-day work, dealing with the 
territories which we are progressively liberat- 
ing, in company with our Allies. We have not 


‘used the force of American armies, destined to- 


fight the Nazis, to compel erection of improvized 
political governments against the will of their 
peoples, in spite of the fact that certain fac- 
tions have earnestly and sometimes bitterly 
urged this course upon us. Rather, the attempt 
has been made to open the way for healthy 
political evolution in these countries. It has 
been necessary to provide a reasonably stable 
economic life and to open the streams of in- 
formation and public thought. Once this is 
done, and subject to military necessity, we can 
rely on the peoples of these countries to re- 
create their own political life. This does not 
please some who are anxious for partisans of 
particular political factions; nor does it satisfy 
some European political personalities who have 
found refuge on our shores. Yet it is, I think, 
the only wise and sound course. 

There are some who say that the United 
Nations should boldly announce that there will 
be no return to the system previously existing 
in Europe; that every effort should be made, 
now, to assist in destroying the political life 
which existed before 1939. Since the continent 
of Europe is at present silenced, the first effect 
of any such policy would be to leave every 
European country voiceless, without even the 
external symbols of their continued life. Until 
these countries are liberated, no one outside 
them can secure a new mandate. Every gov- 
ernment in refuge has recognized and declared 
that its first act, on liberation, must be to submit 
itself to the judgment of its people, who can 

‘then make such changes as they choose. Qvite 
likely there will be changes; for those who 
have fought out, underground, in their own 
countries, the terrible and bloody battle against 
the Nazi invaders, will unquestionably emerge 
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from the struggle, covered with wounds and 
sweat, claiming their right to be heard as rep- 
resentatives of the silenced and struggling 
masses. Having faith, as we do, in the com- 
mon and kindly people who are the mass of 
Europe, we can safely leave it to them to decide 
the forms of their government. The contribu- 
tion we can make is to give them, by force of 
arms and continuing victory, their freedom to 
speak once more without fear of Gestapo or 
danger from German bayonets. To take any 
other course would be to deny the essential 
democracy of our being. 

Many of the arguments addressed to the De- 
partment of State—and I have no doubt the 
same arguments are directed likewise to the 
British Foreign Office and to the Soviet Com- 
missar of Foreign Affairs—should more prop- 
erly be directed to the people of the countries 
whose affairs are discussed. 

In terms of day-to-day work, these problems 
present themselves in a light somewhat more 
difficult than that of mere generalization. An 
army moves into a country and frees it from 
German domination. At that moment the only 
organized force in the country is that of a group 
which had maintained itself through the pre- 
vious phase. Every other element of political] 
life is either dead, in concentration camps, in 
hiding, or in exile. Even information as to the 
outside world has been cut off. Slowly the ele- 
ments of political choice have to be reassembled ; 
the news of the world has to be readmitted. 
Relationships of neighborhoods, trades-unions, 
town and city governments, provincial life, and 
eventually national life, have to be reestab- 
lished. The evolution goes on; representative 
men appear; they take their place in the public 
life of the country, set out the doctrines they 
represent, and enter into the structure of the 
government as public opinion accepts their 
ideas. ’ 

It is natural to expect controversy in the dif- 
ficult work of European reconstruction. These 
controversies largely arise from, or continue, 
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the bitter political divisions in the Europe of 
before the war. Representatives of practically 
every European party and from practically 
every European country are present in the 
United States. Between themselves they carry 
on much the same sort of warfare that went on 
in the European capitals. Being exiled, each 
of these representatives claims to speak not for 
his party but for his country ; for a purely party- 
claim would have little appeal to the public 
opinion of the United States. 

When opportunity arises, these claims to 
represent other countries can be referred fo the 
people of that country, who are and must be 
the final judges. This does not satisfy some 
claimants, who wish to be recognized now as 
spokesmen for their still captive countries and 
to be assisted with American money and men 
to take power in those countries. The United 
States Government has consistently taken the 
view that it had no right to make such decisions, 
least of all in respect to friendly countries. In 
some quarters the disappointed candidates have 
turned their criticism on the State Department; 
and some of that criticism has been both ill- 
founded and unscrupulous. 

To all non-enemy groups the Department has 
zealously guarded their freedom of speech, their 
freedom to organize, and their right to state 
their own case and to present themselves to such 
public opinion as may be available. Each group 
has been very glad to avail itself of this right. 
Some groups, unhappily, are very anxious to 
see this right denied to other groups with whose 
views or aspirations they disagree, and seem to 
feel that the Government of the United States 
in some dictatorial fashion should suppress 
their rival groups. I need hardly say that there 
is no likelihood that this Government will de- 
part from its traditional position—which is in 
fact the strongest liberal tradition in the world. 

The true aim of enlightened foreign policy 
now must be to place world affairs on a new 
footing—a basis in which, as Secretary Hull 
observed the other day, spheres of influence, 








388 


special alliances, and all the shoddy tricks of 
balance-of-power politics and imperialist opera- 
tions can be discarded. This has to be done in 
the name of common humanity, but it equally 
has to be done in the interest of the United 
States. It is a titanic job. 

It will not be achieved by cultivating hatreds 
or taking sides in stale European controversies. 
It cannot be based on civil wars, disingenuous 
propaganda, or political trickery. The vast 
problem of securing a reconstituted world 
system which can maintain peace and recognize 
human rights can only be carried forward by 
finding and increasing a common denominator 
of public opinion. This must be such as will 
enable countries to establish peace within their 
own borders and to join in establishing a peace- 
ful framework for the whole world. Increasing 
bitterness and factional fights within nations, or 
the differences between nations, can only im- 
pede the largest and most important work we 
have todo. And it can only hinder and impede 
the pressing and immediate necessity for win- 
ning the war. 

The time is long since past when any group 
seeking to lead public opinion in international 
affairs can be merely negative. Progress today 
depends, not on the number of things you can 
find to oppose, but on the number of things you 
can find to support. Tangible and permanent 
advances, embodied in well-founded institu- 
tions, have to be based on programs studied, 
thought out, and commanding such wide-spread 
approval that they can be put into effect. None 
of these plans will satisfy everyone’s hopes. 

But we have arrived at the stage where a 
modest achievement which has in it the power of 
growth is better than a lost cause and another 
generation of want and fear and agony. 

I think that the true forward movements 
when they come will not talk the language of 
hatred. They will not endeavor to set neighbor 
against neighbor. Their political weapons will 
not be slander and falsehood. They will be 
based on the age-old constructive principles of 
justice, kindliness, and a search for truth. Not 
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otherwise has any society been permanently 
founded ; and no international society will well 
serve either the United States or any other na- 
tion unless it rests on these timeless qualities in 
human life. 


CONVERSATIONS BETWEEN THE UNITED 
STATES AND CANADA ON DOUBLE TAX: 
ATION UPON ESTATES 


Exploratory conversations are in progress 
between representatives of the Government of 
the United States and the Government of 
Canada in regard to the possibilities of nego- 
tiating a convention for the avoidance of double 
taxation in respect of death duties of the Fed- 
eral Government and the Dominion Govern- 
ment. 

[Released to the press November 22 


On March 4, 1942 representatives of the Gov- 
ernment of the United States and the Govern- 
ment of Canada signed a convention in regard 
to double taxation upon income,’ and the present 
exploratory conversations in regard to double 
taxation upon estates logically follow that con- 
vention and are the next step in the prevention 
of double taxation by the two Governments. 

The question of double taxation upon estates 
or successions has arisen as a result of the 
passage by Canada of the Dominion Succession 
Duty Act of 1941. 

The following representatives are participat- 
ing in the conversations on behalf of the Gov- 
ernment of the United States: 

Mr. Roy Blough, Director of Tax Research, Treasury 
Department 

Mr. Eldon P. King, Special Deputy Commissioner of 
Internal Revenue, Treasury Department 

Mr. William V. Whittington, Acting Chief, Treaty Di- 
vision, Department of State 

. Herbert P. Fales, Foreign Service Officer, Financial 

Division, Department of State 
. Adelbert Christy, Assistant Deputy Commissioner, 
Bureau of Internal Revenue 


* BULLETIN of Mar. 7, 1942, p. 225; Treaty Series 983. 
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On behalf of the Government of Canada the 
following representatives are participating: 


Mr. C. Fraser Elliott, K.C., Deputy Minister of Na- 
tional Revenue (for taxation) 

Prof. Henry Angus, Department of External Affairs 

Dr. A. K. Eaton, Department of Finance 

Mr. S. Quigg, K.C., Chief Solicitor, National Revenue 

Mr. W. J. Murphy, Administrator of Succession Duties 
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RETIREMENT OF THOMAS GRIFFIN 


[Released to the press November 23] 


The Secretary of State has addressed the fol- 
lowing letter to Mr. Thomas Griffin who has 
been in the service of the Department of State 
continuously since April 26, 1910 and is re- 
tiring, effective December 31, 1948. Mr. Griffin 
has been a research assistant in the Treaty Di- 
vision since the organization of the Division on 
April 21, 1928. Mr. Griffin’s father, the late 
Thomas Griffin, was employed by the Depart- 
ment of State continuously for 55 years (1866- 
1921). 

NoveMBER 23, 1943. 


My Dear Mr. Grirrin: 

I am informed that upon the completion of 
33 years of faithful and efficient service to your 
country in the Department of State you wish to 
avail yourself of your well-earned prerogative 
to retire. It is with sincere regret that I see 
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you go, not only because you have at all times 
loyally and effectively discharged the important 
duties and responsibilities devolving upon you 
but also for the reason that you have main- 
tained the high tradition of patriotic selfless- 
ness established by your father in his 55 years 
of devotion to duty in the Department before 
you. A total of 88 years of service by father 
and son is a record of which your family can be 
justly proud and for which your Government 
is deeply beholden. It is a pleasure to thank 
you and to assure you that in leaving you take 
with you my earnest wishes for your future 
happiness and welfare. 

Sincerely yours, 

Corpett Huy 
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DISTINGUISHED VISITORS FROM OTHER 
AMERICAN REPUBLICS 


[Released to the press November 24] 


Dr. Andrés Eloy Blanco, Venezuelan lawyer 
and man-of-letters and a member of the Vene- 
zuelan Congress, has arrived in Washington as 
the guest of the Department of State. 

While in this country he is especially inter- 
ested in observing our cultural life and uni- 
versities, and also in such aspects of our legal 
history as the development of civil codes in for- 
mer Hispanic regions, such as California, the 
Spanish Southwest, and Florida. 
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